
March 26, 2021 
  
Dear Garden City School Community, 
  

Last June, I wrote to the community to share thoughts on how the nation and our 
community were being affected by the pandemic and, albeit at a distance, by high-profile 
acts of violence in our nation.  We are very fortunate that the light at the end of the 
pandemic tunnel seems to grow a little brighter each day.  School looks more normal.  This 
spring has a different tone everywhere we go.  Many of us feel a sustaining and uplifting 
sense of optimism.  At the same time, we must still contend with acts of violence which 
have occurred recently. 
  
Recent National Events  
The shootings in Georgia and Colorado have dominated the news and have almost 
certainly found their ways into students’ thoughts.  Their access to information is a 
wonderful tool for learning, but it can also be fraught with anxiety and concern.  It is normal 
for children to worry about events where large numbers of human beings are killed or 
hurt.  Those worries may magnify if children identify with the victims in any way (such as 
how they look). This can make a “far-off” crime seem much closer to home.  
  
In school, we are continuing our work to help students develop empathy for one another 
and to take time to exhibit kindness born out of getting to know a classmate as a human 
being.  Although students may sometimes disagree, learning how to negotiate and navigate 
through those differences is an important skill to develop as a well-rounded individual.   
  
We continue to need each other, even as we begin to emerge from the pandemic.  Our 
building leaders and our teachers remain committed to supporting all our students in their 
daily learning and social-emotional lives.  We are here to help process difficult events that 
enter the national consciousness. 
  
Middle School Principal and High School Assistant Principal 
I am pleased to announce that we have appointed two new administrators at our March 
23rd Board of Education meeting. Matthew Samuelson will join Garden City Middle School as 
Principal and Connor Cohn will take on the role of Assistant Principal at Garden City High 
School. They will both officially start on July 1st.  
  
Mr. Samuelson is a career educator and is part of a family of teachers.  He has thirteen years of 
experience teaching middle school English.  He currently serves as the Assistant Principal at 
Irvington High School since 2016, and over these past five years has developed curricula, 
observed faculty members, led student groups, addressed student needs, implemented and 
designed programs, contributed to the code of conduct, and participated in hiring processes, 
among other duties. He also co-chaired a sub-committee on reopening in the pandemic and 
designed protocols, created schedules to support in-person and remote learning and maintained 
a safe environment for students and staff members. 
  
Mr. Cohn comes to Garden City from the Dobbs Ferry School District, where he has been a 
School District and Building Leader Intern since 2018 and a social studies teacher since 2012. 
He created professional development plans, led 504 reviews, observed teachers, coordinated 
exams, helped to establish International Baccalaureate showcase events, implemented social 
emotional learning practices, managed student matters, designed schedules and developed 



curriculum. He also facilitated distance learning in light of COVID-19 and has coached many 
sports. 
  
We are pleased to welcome them to Garden City.   They both have a deep commitment to 
educational excellence and genuinely care about children.  
  

Travel Guidelines 
Based on Governor Cuomo’s announcement on March 11, 2021, it is anticipated that New York 
State will no longer require mandatory quarantine for domestic travel after April 1st.  Therefore, 
as of April 1, 2021, we will not require mandatory quarantining after domestic travel.  Any 
changes to this advisory will be communicated upon receipt.  However, mandatory quarantining 
remains in effect for international travelers.  For international travel, after arrival in the U.S., 
travelers must either quarantine for 7 days with a test 3-5 days after travel, or quarantine for the 
full 10 days without a test.  This requirement applies to all international travelers whether they 
were tested before boarding, are recovered from a previous COVID infection, or are fully 
vaccinated.  Please check the NYS Travel Advisory  for the most up-to-date information.   
  
Finally, as school pauses and spring break begins, I wish you all health, peace and quiet, and 
time to enjoy family and friends.  Please be sure to restore yourselves and reflect on all that you 
do to make your community and your world a better place.  Garden City has a wonderful ability 
to do just that. 

As always, I am glad and proud to be part of this community, knowing we will work together 
to be better.  
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kusum 
  
Kusum Sinha, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
  
 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus.health.ny.gov%2Fcovid-19-travel-advisory&data=04%7C01%7Cmelikianr%40gcufsd.net%7C75dbfb0507e04e47752508d8f053ff27%7C0be0077b9053451185896af16777c5ed%7C0%7C0%7C637523590867358043%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=JqrY5jmosRoH3Kg2GrQ8uTVMm5jhN689ubRXeheJtcc%3D&reserved=0

